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was more than accidental and was due not merely to his lovable, 
whimsical nature, but to his training in the plantation printing 
office of J. A. Turner, editor of the Countryman. While setting 
type for that paper he contributed surreptitiously to its columns, 
just as Ben Franklin tried his hand in his brother's shop; but 
.more fortunate than Franklin, young Harris found a more 
sympathetic critic in the editor, who at that formative period 
in the boy's life (from his fourteenth to his seventeenth years) 
helped him form a style of his own. "It is so easy," he wrote 
to his daughter off at college, "to be vague and hazy when talk- 
ing about writing as a gift and as an art. A person who has 
the gift must acquire the art, and that is done only by long 
practice." 

What a delightful picture of the man and of the author is 
drawn for us by his daughter-in-law, who with fine tact and 
skill has known just what touches to add or to omit in order to 
make the portrait true and life-like. It is a picture which, we can 
safely say, would have secured the approval of Harris himself, 
and no higher praise could be given it. Keeping herself carefully 
in the background, she lets him, whenever possible, tell the story 
of his own life, either through anecdotes, recollections of his 
friends, or his own inimitable letters. From it all we get the 
impression of a manly, simple, sincere, modest, and spiritual 
nature, which will always stand high on the roll of American 
authors both for his character and his contributions to literature. 

It is to be hoped that the publishers can arrange to issue this 
biography in abridged form for use in school and college 
classes. 



The New Infinite and the Old Theology. By Cassius J. Keyser, 
Adrain Professor of Mathematics in Columbia University. New Haven : 
Yale University Press. 1915. Pp. v, 117. 

In spite of the title and the name of the author, this exceed- 
ingly suggestive and ingenious little work was not "made in 
Germany." The author contends that "we are in a world where 
it is easy to encounter a whole having a part whose elements are 
precisely as numerous as are the elements of the whole. Every 
whole of that kind is said to be infinite. ' ' This statement ap- 
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pears to be the mathematical version of the old theological 
doctrine that man is "made in the image of God." 

The heart of the book is contained on pages 90 and 91, as 
follows: "An infinite /of even the lowest type always contains 
not merely two or three or a million components each equal to 
it in plenitude of elements, but an infinity of such components. 
The like is equally true of the infinites of whatever type in the 
endless scale of types. Must we suppose the truth to fail in 
the case of Theology's Infinite, the level of one sublimity to 
another yet more sublime ? Is the nature of an ideal inferior to 
that of the ideas it hovers over? Is perfection inferior to ap- 
proximation?" 

According to our author's contention, even austere mathematics 
is on the side of the infinite value of small nations and small 
individuals. This alone would show that the book was not "made 
in Germany"! T. P. B. 

The Ethiopic Liturgy: Its Sources, Development, and Present 
Form. By the Rev. Samuel A. B. Mercer, Ph.D. (Munich). Milwaukee: 
The Young Churchman Co. 

This scholarly work of Professor Mercer was originally given 
as the Hale Lectures for 1914-15 at the Western Theological 
Seminary, Chicago. The introductory lectures on the develop- 
ment of the early Christian liturgies lay a broad foundation for 
the minute and detailed study of the growth of the liturgy of 
the Abyssinian Church from its earliest beginnings to its prest- 
ent form. 

The text of the Greek liturgy of St. Mark, reconstructed in 
its probable fifth-century form, and a facsimile of the Ethiopic 
text of Mercer MS. Eth. 3, are given in full, together with an 
English translation of the latter. The work is an important 
contribution to the scientific study of liturgies and a credit to 
American scholarship. James Bishop Thomas. 

Wasp Studies Afield. By Phil and Nellie Rau. Princeton, N. J. : Prince- 
ton University Press. Illustrated by drawings made in the field. J&2.00 net. 

"The present volume embodies the results of four years of out- 
of-door study of some of our most interesting and highly de- 



